280                  OUR EVOLVING CIVILIZATION
Along this coast the formations are level bedded Tertiary sand-
stones, shales, and limestones for the most part. They cover the
African shield, and present low scarps to the Mcclilerranean Sea, In a
later paragraph some discussion will be given regarding the topography
here. It has been stated that the fate of I ho British Kinpire depended
on the great Oattara Depression near Cairo (Fig. 86), which made
possible the stand of the British during 1942 at this point.
It may well be asked, "What caused the young mountain folds to
take on the characteristic arcuafc shapes?" In many cases it seems to
be due to the fact that the oust contains resi.slauf masses surrounded by
more "pliable" formations. Thus in Spain we see that the Sierra
Nevada in the south-cast and the Pyrenees in the north-cast seem to be
squeezed round the margins of the resistant mass of west Spain. This
latter is, of course, a relic stump of a long-vanished mountain range
of ISO million years ago (p, 18). Sardinia is auolhcr such resistant
mass. It is generally accepted that the other arcs, such as that of the
Carpathians, are folded around rather deeply buried resistant masses.
One such is supposed to be under the Hungarian plain, another under
the Lombard plain, and a third under the lower Danube as it flows
over the plains of eastern Roumania. Indeed it is rather easier to
account for the high "young mountains," than to explain how the great
enclosed plains escaped from being involved in the extensive crustal
folding. (See the Frontispiece.)
To the north and north-west of the Alps an extensive scries of
relic stumps is sketched on Fig. 79, These have been fairly fully dis-
cussed in an earlier section dealing with the build of Germany (p, 177).
It is, however, clear to the geographer that the best time to attack
the German territory from the south was before the great Alpine Storm
occurred! At that time there was no Alpine barrier, and the relic
stumps were probably lower than they arc now. However, this is mere
academic persiflage, since that happy time, when there really was a
soft uncler-belly to the region, was about twenty million years ago!
It is worth spending a few minutes to consider the different effect
which these two types of mountains have had upon human affairs* The
worn-down relic stumps (derived, of course, from young mountains)
which form a series across western and central Europe (Fig, 79)/are
not usually high enough or rugged enough to sever cultures, but have
often been fairly habitable, and indeed have acted as refuges for primitive